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Welcome to the information event

Open eScience Call 2022
Early Career & Spearhead Projects

“Empowering researchers across all disciplines through 
advanced research software”



Program

• Information (13.00-14.00)
• Context
• Current Call for proposals
• eScience Expertise
• National e-infrastructure from SURF

• Break (30 min)
• Information (14:30 – 15:30)

• Detailed procedure
• Call templates
• Q&A



Context: What is the eScience Center?

national centre / independent foundation / 2012 / NWO & SURF / RSEs /
new strategy 2021-2025: two ambitions

eScience Center Vision Statement
‘A robust research community, in which all investigators in all domains are able to exploit 

advanced digital technologies to answer curiosity-driven questions, keeping the Netherlands at 
the forefront of cutting-edge international research’

eScience Center Mission Statement
‘Enabling digitally enhanced research and empowering researchers across all disciplines through 

innovative research software’



Ambition 1: Projects

Open Calls for eScience Domain Research
• introduce or strengthen technological advances in disciplinary research
• information event 29 March

Collaborations in Innovative Technologies
• innovative digital technologies
• information event 5 April



Collaborative projects
• Driven by research challenges faced by project partners

• We apply state-of-the-art solutions from computer science and digital infrastructure

• We develop reusable & open software, data and knowledge

• Open Science to advance academic research!



Research Software Engineers
• Broadly oriented researchers with a strong affinity with ICT (most have a PhD)

• Understand both the research question and modern ICT solutions

• Currently a team of 70-80



Open eScience Call: Objective

“This call for proposals supports state-of-the-art and innovative 
research that requires the development and application of advanced 
digital technologies and research software. Each submitted proposal 
should address an urgent methodological research challenge that can 
count on broader support from the research community in which the 
applicants are active. The call reflects the eScience Center’s strategy 
to advance the use of sustainable research software in academic 
research.”



Open eScience Call: Context

• Unique qualities of this call
• fully in-kind (no cash, unlike NWO)
• compared to CIT Call: focus on non-technological research question
• strong focus on workshops and impact



Current CfP: Who can apply?

• ‘Lead Applicant’
• Affiliated to a Dutch research performing organization
• In possession of a PhD
• permanent contract / contract for duration of project
• minimal personal commitment of 0.3 FTE per year
• knowledge and experience in applying digital methodologies to research

Researchers who are involved in a project awarded under the eScience Center ASDI 2020 or OEC 2021 
Calls in the capacity of Lead Applicant (or ‘Principal Investigator’) are not allowed to submit as LA in this 
call.



Current CfP: What can be applied for?

Early Career Projects Spearhead Projects

Requirements for LA PhD, not more than 6 years ago PhD

Contract for duration of project Permanent contract
Demonstrable experience in applying digital methodologies to research

Written, signed commitments w.r.t. at least 0.3 FTE and software sustainability
Conditions projects Duration: 12-18 months Duration: 24-36 months

Support eScience Center RSEs: 1.0 PYR Support eScience Center RSEs: 2.5 PYR

Single LA, team members encouraged Single LA, team members required
Nr. of workshops: 1 (Lorentz Center) Nr. of workshops: at least 2
Max. workshop expenses: 30.000 EUR Max. workshop expenses: 30.000 EUR

A clearly defined research challenge from one of the following discipline areas: Life 
Sciences / Physical Sciences and Engineering / Social Sciences and Humanities

Available nr. projects 6 10



OEC Early career projects
• The eScience Center will help applicants submit their workshop proposal to the Lorentz Center.

• The eScience Center will cover the costs for the organization (up to a maximum)

OEC Spearhead projects
• At least two substantial mandatory workshops

• LAs should negotiate the format and costs of the workshops with the eScience Center.

• The eScience Center will cover the costs for the organization (up to a maximum)

Current CfP: Workshops

Workshops are focused, participatory events with the aim of 
creating or fostering a community of researchers, including 
(potential) users, around the digital technologies and research 
software produced within the project.



Current CfP: Timetable

• 29 March 2022 information event

• 12 May 2022, 14:00:00 CET deadline project proposition

• June 2022 eligibility check, selection and notification

• 1 September 2022, 14:00:00 CET deadline full proposal

• September 2022 eligibility check

• October-November 2022 panel assessment

• December 2022 applicants informed of final decision



eScience Center
Technological Competences



Our Technological expertise

Computing

Exploiting hardware accelerators

High performance computing 

Cloud computing 

Combining simulations 

Analytics

Big Data Analytics

Text Analysis

Visualization

Data processing

Databases

Real-time data analysis

Interoperability and linked data 

Software quality

Developing workflow 
technologies

Advancing software 
sustainability

Improving software 
practices 

Increasing academic 
impact 

Artificial Intelligence

Machine Learning

Image Processing

Natural Language 
Processing





Research Software Directory

• Finding software

• Making software accessible

• Quickly judge relevance and usage

• Indicating return on investment

All software contributed to by the eScience Center 
is added to the Research Software Directory

www.research-software.nl



Software findability (for humans)

What is the software for?

What problem does it solve? 

For which research domain?



Academic and social context

Papers, presentations, 
blogs, videos …

Projects

People



Development activity & how to cite

Development activity

How to get started

Software citation



Software and Data Management 
Plans



Software and Data Health checks
Part of the full proposal review

We check the accessibility and quality of existing data and software that the project builds on

Aims: prevent surprises, delay and disappointment after the project start

Photo: Elodie Burrillon / HUCOPIX



Infrastructural needs

• Infrastructural needs (if any), in terms of computing power, data 
storage capacity, fast data transfers, or otherwise

• Various solutions possible, including national infrastructure
• Facilities offered by 



SURF presentation here



Break



Detailed procedure



Detailed procedure

12 May 2022 14:00 CET 1 September 2022 14:00 CET December 2022



Templates & extra info



Project proposition

• Use the supplied template
• Note the special conditions for 

Early Career proposition
• Choose discipline area to match 

scientific research question
• Choose eScience expertises the 

project requires



Project proposition
Your proposal needs to have potential:
• in addressing a significant digital-

methodological issue
• that is advanced in terms of the 

common practices in your discipline
• and that serves the research interests 

of a broader research community

Disciplinary ‘excellence’ of proposal is 
important, but eScience potential more so

You don’t need to come up with 
the best software solution.



Letter of 
Commitment

• Use the supplied template

• A time commitment of 0.3FTE 
of the LA required

• Must be signed by 
appropriate signatory

LoC and project proposition to 
be submitted via ISAAC before
12 May 2022 14:00 CET



Consultation session
• All selected applicants are invited for a consultation session.
• Individual discussion on the eScience aspects of the proposal to 

help improve the match with eScience Center and our expertise.
• Other aspects can also be discussed (sustainability, code and data 

health, … )

NOTE: The outcome of this meeting not part of the review and 
selection process. The assessment panel will do its own evaluation 
based on the final submission.

Consultation sessions are optional 
but recommended. Planned for 
May – August 2022.



Full proposal
General tips:

• Use the provided templates and keep to the 
wordcounts.

• The proposal should facilitate easy reading.

• Comply with both letter & spirit of the Call.

• Speak to assessment criteria: They are 
equally important!

• Where relevant do not repeat information 
but refer to the software management plan 
or data sections.



Full proposal



Full prp.: health checks

• Per dataset and/or software that 
is crucial to the proposal,

• provide information so we can 
check they can serve as starting 
point to the project.

• Checks will be made available to 
the assessment panel.



Full prp.: workshops

• Describe the workshops: Topics, 
outcomes.

• The purpose is to build (or 
strengthen) a community around 
the digital technologies produced 
in the project.



Full prp.: e-infrastructure

• Estimate what special e-infrastructure 
is required:
• Data: kB, MB, GB, TB, PB, …
• Compute: 5 min on desktop or 1 

month on the Snellius?
• ….

• Describe where/how you plan to 
obtain them. 

• (Access could need a separate request 
for funding at the provider)



Full prp.: SMP
General tips:

• Use the provided templates and keep 
to the wordcounts.

• Comply with both letter & spirit of the 
Call.

• Where relevant do not repeat 
information.

• Must be signed by appropriate 
signatory

SMP and full proposal to be 
submitted via ISAAC before
1 September 2022 14:00 CET



Q&A



Programme Management

open-calls@esciencecenter.nl

NWO

e-science@nwo.nl

Contact information

“Empowering
researchers across
all disciplines
through innovative
research software”

NWO ISAAC helpdesk
The ISAAC helpdesk is available 
from Monday to Friday from 10:00 to 
17:00 hours at +31 (0)20 346 7179.

You can also send your questions to 
isaac.helpdesk@nwo.nl. You will 
receive a reply within two working 
days.


