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1 Introduction

1.1  The research software sustainability programme

Research software has become indispensable to modern research. It underpins analyses, simulations, and
data processing across disciplines. Sustaining research software is therefore crucial to ensure that
research results can be reproduced, validated, and built upon over time?.

At the same time, research software sustainability is inherently complex, as it lies at the intersection of
technical, social, and organisational factors. Software is often developed within short-term projects, while
its value frequently extends far beyond the lifetime of a single grant. Effective sustainability therefore
requires more than technical maintenance alone. It also depends on long-term funding models, clear
governance structures, and recognition of the people and communities who develop and maintain

research software.

The Research software sustainability programme was established to address these challenges within the Dutch
research landscape. The programme is a collaboration between Open Science NL and the Netherlands eScience
Center and aims to strengthen the long-term sustainability, quality, and reuse of research software as a core

component of the transition to open science.

1.2 Purpose of this call
This call provides research teams with dedicated Research Software Engineer (RSE) support from the
Netherlands eScience Center to improve the sustainability of existing research software. We invite proposals

that pursue one or more of the following objectives:

- Broadening applicability: enabling successful research software to be used in disciplines or
research problems beyond those from which it first emerged

- Enhancing quality and maturity: raising the research software maturity level of existing research
software

- Building communities: supporting the formation and growth of communities of researchers and
developers around research software

Detailed information on budget, scope, and eligible activities is available in section 2.2.

1.3 Validity of this call

This call for proposals is valid for proposals submitted before the deadline of the project proposition, until
the Board of the Netherlands eScience Center has taken the final decision, as specified in the assessment

procedure.

! Research software Alliance, (2023). Amsterdam Declaration on Funding Research Software Sustainability.

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7330541
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2  Guidelines for applicants

2.1  Eligibility: who can apply?

Lead Applicant (LA)

A proposal is submitted by the LA on behalf of a group of researchers (the 'Research Team') that will carry
out the project.

The LA must
- hold a contract at one of the organisations listed in Appendix A;

- hold a contract for at least the duration of the requested project;

- have demonstrable knowledge and experience in applying digital methodologies to research;

- ensure a minimal personal commitment to the project work for half a day per week on average for the
duration of the project.

Researchers and support staff from all disciplines that meet the conditions above are welcome to apply,
regardless of their role or seniority. The LA is allowed to submit only one proposal in that capacity in this
call. Moreover, applicants involved in a project awarded under the eScience Center OEC2024, OEC2025
calls in the capacity of Lead Applicant are not allowed to submit in that capacity in this call. It is not
allowed to have applications in both OEC26 and this call.

Research Team
For open and sustainable research software, teamwork and community is important. Therefore, there are
the following requirements for the research team:

The research team should:
- have at least one member that is active at a Dutch, research performing organization other than that

of the LA.
- have at least one member that represents a broader community that uses/develops/maintains the

research software in question

Team members may also be employed by research organizations not mentioned in Appendix A. The
research team does not have to be final for submitting the project proposition, but it should be final for
submitting the full proposal. The activities of the research team, including the LA and the RSE(s), should be
integral to the proposed project structure. Public-private collaborations are possible, but the inclusion of
industrial partners is not a requirement.

Software

This call funds projects that strengthen the sustainability of existingresearch software. Proposals that
primarily concern the development of new software are not eligible. Applicants must demonstrate that the
software has progressed beyond a purely experimental or local stage and provides a substantive basis for
the proposed activities. At the time of submission, the following conditions must be met:
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- thesoftware is publicly available in a version-controlled repository that was created prior to the
opening date of the call;

- thesoftware has been used in research, as evidenced by at least five publications, preprints, or
other publicly available research outputs (including project reports) that cite or describe the use
of the software;

Equivalent, objectively verifiable evidence demonstrating that the software constitutes an existing, non-
experimental basis for the proposed activities may also be accepted at the discretion of the eScience
Center’s programme officer.

2.2 Project scope and budget: what can be applied for?

This call will fund 8 projects in total (2 per research area; see below). Each project receives up to €250.000,- over

a maximum of 2 years, consisting of:

- €225.000,- in-kind contribution of Research Software Engineering time (~2000 hours)
- Upto€25.000,- in material budget for workshops, trainings, and community-building activities.

Projects should strive to increase the sustainability of existing research software. Among the many factors that
contribute to the sustainability of software, this call focuses on two principal ones: software qualityand
software adoption.* Depending on the type of software and its maturity, this may involve various approaches,
such as incorporating FAIR research software practices, organizing workshops, creating training materials,
setting up governance models, enhancing user interfaces, et cetera.

Before submitting their full proposal, selected applicants will be invited to participate in a proposal
development workshop where they will work with eScience Center experts to identify the most suitable
activities, ensuring a strong alignment with the call's objectives and our areas of expertise. These sessions will

combine plenary and interactive elements, such as:

- guided discussions, feedback sessions, or mini-hackathons with Research Software Engineers (RSEs) to
discuss the current state of the software and potential improvements;

- presentations on topics such as community building, governance and training material development;

- introductions to relevant partners in the Dutch research landscape (e.g. infrastructure providers, data
repositories, community representatives, workshop organisers) to explore potential synergies.

Proposals should fit with the eScience Center domain and technical expertise. Applicants should assign one of
our four research areas: life sciences, natural sciences and engineering, environment and sustainability, or
social sciences and humanities. Proposals are assessed in competition with other proposals in their respective
research area, but not across areas. More information about our expertise and way of working is available on

our website®.

22024. Software sustainability at the Netherlands eScience Center. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.15646827

3 https://www.esciencecenter.nl/working-with-the-escience-center/
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2.3 Timeline: when to apply?

Timetable

19 March 2026 Call published

6 April 2026 Information event

14 May 2026, 14:00 CET Deadline project propositions
June 2026 Notification of results

June/July 2026 Proposal development workshop 1
July/August 2026 Proposal development workshop 2
3 September 2026, 14:00 CET  Deadline full proposals
November 2026 Possibility for a rebuttal

December 2026 Applicants informed of final decision
Q12027 Projects start

2.4 Submitting your proposal: how to apply?

All applications and supporting documents must be submitted

- inEnglish

as PDF files,

- through the eScience Center's submission system at https://www.conftool.org/escience/,

- usingthe appropriate templates from https://www.esciencecenter.nl/calls-for-proposals/.
- before the deadlines set in Section 2.3
- selecting one of the research areas listed in Section 2.2 for assessment

Additionally, full proposals:
- must attach a software management plan as separate PDF file in ConfTool (using the template)

- must specify anticipated digital infrastructure needs and how these will be met
- may attach support letters demonstrating community backing as separate PDF files in ConfTool

Important notes:

- Pleasereview all templates well in advance. They contain helpful information for drafting your project
proposition/full proposal/software management plan.

- First-time users may need to register in ConfTool. Allow time for this before the deadline.

- Assetoutin our Bijzondere Voorwaarden, applicants are expected to inform their employing institute by
sending a copy of their submission to their department director or dean. The eScience Center will assume
the institution has been informed of and accepts this call's conditions.

- Ifawarded, the proposal summaries may be edited and used for publication purposes.

2.5 Conditions for projects

Projects awarded under this call are subject to the conditions set out below. By submitting a proposal,

applicants declare that they agree to comply with these conditions if the project is awarded.

netherlands
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Open science®

The eScience Center is committed to following open science principles. Consequently, all research software
developed or improved within the project must be made freely and openly available, allowing community
contributions, with appropriate documentation and a permissive open-source license, and indexed in the
Research Software Directory, unless explicitly agreed otherwise with the Netherlands eScience Center prior to

submission. Other project outputs must follow similar open science practices where applicable.

Software management
Projects are expected to follow the software management plan that is submitted with the proposal.

Amendments to the SMP during the project are possible in consultation with the eScience Center.

Data management

Where applicable, awarded projects must comply with the NWO data management policy®. A formal data
management plan must be submitted to the Netherlands eScience Center no later than four months after
the project start date, using one of the NWO-approved templates. Amendments to the plan during the
project require the explicit consent of the Netherlands eScience Center

Digital infrastructure
In case the project is awarded, any required access to the infrastructure needs to be arranged by the LA.

Annual reviews
At the end of the first year, a project review meeting is organized in which project progress is discussed and
amendments to the project plan can be made. Funding for the second year is conditional on a positive

evaluation.

Additionally, projects must adhere to:

- The Netherlands eScience Center’s specific conditions for grants (‘Bijzondere voorwaarden Netherlands

eScience Center projecten’), unless explicitly stated otherwise here.

- The Netherlands eScience Center's Intellectual Property rules.

- The Policy concerning the use of Generative Al at the Netherlands eScience Center.

4 nwo.nl/en/open-science

> nwo.nl/en/research-data-management
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https://research-software-directory.org/organisations/netherlands-escience-center?tab=software&order=is_featured
https://www.esciencecenter.nl/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Bijzondere-voorwaarden-Netherlands-eScience-Center-projecten-2026.pdf
https://www.esciencecenter.nl/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Bijzondere-voorwaarden-Netherlands-eScience-Center-projecten-2026.pdf
https://www.esciencecenter.nl/download/51728/?tmstv=1695732347
https://zenodo.org/doi/10.5281/zenodo.10118669
https://www.nwo.nl/en/open-science
https://www.nwo.nl/en/research-data-management

3  Assessment procedure

3.1 Procedure

The evaluation and selection procedure is designed to be as lightweight as possible while ensuring a fair
and objective process. The Netherlands eScience Center is advised and supported by NWO.

Information event

An information event will be organised prior to the submission deadline to inform applicants about the
aims of the call and the role and expertise of the eScience Center Research Software Engineers.
Attendance is strongly recommended for applicants who are new to the eScience Center.

Project proposition phase
The project proposition phase serves as a pre-selection stage for the Full Proposal phase. The procedural
steps are:

1. Eligibility check: all propositions are checked against the criteria in Section 2.1. Minor
administrative issues may be corrected within five working days upon notification.

2. Assessment: eligible propositions are assessed by a committee of eScience Center experts using
the project proposition criteria (see Section 3.2.1). Propositions are scored and ranked within
their assigned research areas.

3. Selection: only propositions assessed as excellent, very good, or good may proceed to the full
proposal phase. If there are more eligible propositions than can be funded within a research area,
the eScience Center may further limit invitations based on ranking.

Applicants are notified of the outcome. Only selected applicants may submit a full proposal.

Full proposal phase
Applicants invited to the full proposal phase follow these procedural steps:

1. Workshop: selected applicants are invited to participate in a proposal development workshop to
receive expert feedback and practical support in developing their full proposal.

2. Eligibility check: submitted full proposals are first checked against Section 2.1.
3. Assessment: full proposals and annexes are assessed by an external committee using the full

proposal criteria (see Section 3.2.2). Proposals submitted to a research area are assessed by
experts from that area (as defined in Section 2.2).

4. Rebuttal: applicants receive anonymous feedback and may submit a rebuttal within five working
days. Rebuttals are solely to clarify content; they cannot add new material or reconcile differing

reviewers’ perspectives.

Ranking and awarding decision
The assessment panel will rank the Full Proposals based on their scores and considering the applicants'
rebuttals. The ranking will be submitted, together with a recommendation, to the Board of the

Netherlands eScience Center.
netherlands
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Only proposals that are assessed as 'excellent' or 'very good' can be selected for awarding. The committee
may consider policy reasons in its recommendation. Policy reasons include distribution across different
scientific areas, technology expertise and diversity.

The Board of the Netherlands eScience Center formally decides on awarding of projects based on the
reviews and recommendations. The findings and feedback of the committee will be sent to the applicants.

3.2 Assessment criteria

Project proposition phase

Propositions are assessed on their fit with the eScience Center and the call objectives:

- Technological feasibility (30%):the proposition demonstrates a realistic fit between the project’s
technological needs and the eScience Center’s expertise, and shows potential for effective collaboration.

- Software sustainability potential (30%): the project demonstrates potential to strengthen the long-term
sustainability of the software.

- Expected impact (40%,):the anticipated outcomes are likely to have meaningful impact on a community of
researchers or on the broader research ecosystem.

Information about the eScience Center’s expertise and way of working is available on our website®.

Full proposal phase
Proposals will be assessed on the following criteria:

Software quality (40%): the proposed activities to improve software quality are
- technically sound,

- appropriate to the software’s current maturity and the project’s objectives, and
- if successful, are likely to have significant, lasting impact on current and future users, developers, and

maintainers, enabling new or more efficient research practices.

Software adoption (40%):the proposed activities to strengthen adoption are
- coherent and compelling,

- appropriate given the software’s current level of use and the project’s objectives and,
- ifsuccessful, are likely to meaningfully change research practices, workflows, or collaboration within one or
more disciplines, or to enhance the effectiveness of a research community.

Project feasibility (20%,):the project plan, structure, and consortium are realistic and clearly aligned with the

proposed objectives.

® https://www.esciencecenter.nl/working-with-the-escience-center/

netherlands

8 Sl center


https://www.esciencecenter.nl/working-with-the-escience-center/
https://www.esciencecenter.nl/working-with-the-escience-center/

4  Contact details

Specific questions about this call
For questions about this call for proposals and the assessment procedure or ConfTool, please contact:

Programme Management Netherlands eScience Center
Tel.  +31(0)20 4604770
Email: open-calls@esciencecenter.nl

The eScience Center adheres to NWQ’s Code for Dealing with Personal Interests

netherlands
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Appendix A.

Universities

Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam
Open Universiteit Nederland
Protestantse Theologische Universiteit
Radboud Universiteit Nijmegen
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
Technische Universiteit Delft
Technische Universiteit Eindhoven
Theologische Universiteit Apeldoorn
Theologische Universiteit Kampen
Universiteit Leiden

Universiteit Maastricht

Universiteit Twente

Universiteit Utrecht

Universiteit van Amsterdam
Universiteit van Tilburg

Universiteit voor Humanistiek

Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

Wageningen Universiteit en Researchcentrum

University Medical Centers
Amsterdam UMC

Erasmus MC

Leiden UMC

Maastricht UMC+

Radboud UMC

UMC Groningen

UMC Utrecht
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Eligible organizations

Universities of applied sciences (Hogescholen)
As referred to in Article 1.8 of the Higher Education
and Scientific Research Act

Aeres Hogeschool

Amsterdamse Hogeschool voor de Kunsten
ArtEZ hogeschool voor de kunsten

Avans Hogeschool

Breda University of Applied Sciences
Christelijke Hogeschool Ede

Christelijke Hogeschool Windesheim
Codarts, Hogeschool voor de Kunsten

De Haagse Hogeschool

Design Academy

Fontys Hogeschool

Hanzehogeschool Groningen

HAS Hogeschool

Hogeschool van Amsterdam

Hogeschool van Arnhem en Nijmegen
Hogeschool «De Driestar»

Hogeschool der Kunsten Den Haag
Hogeschool INHOLLAND

Hogeschool IPABO Amsterdam/Alkmaar
Hogeschool Leiden

Hogeschool Rotterdam

Hogeschool Utrecht

Hogeschool Viaa

Hogeschool voor Beeldende Kunst en Vormgeving
Hogeschool voor de Kunsten Utrecht
Hotelschool The Hague

HZ University of Applied Sciences

Iselinge Hogeschool

netherlands
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NWO institutes (NWO-I)

AMOLF - Physics of Functional Complex Matter
ARCNL - Advanced Research Center for
Nanolithography

ASTRON - Netherlands Institute for Radio Astronomy
CWI - Centrum Wiskunde & Informatica

DIFFER - Dutch Institute for Fundamental Energy
Research

Nikhef - Nationaal instituut voor subatomaire fysica
NIOZ - Koninklijk Nederlands Instituut voor
Onderzoek der Zee

NSCR - Nederlands Studiecentrum Criminaliteit en
Rechtshandhaving

SRON - Netherlands Institute for Space Research

KNAW institutes
Hubrecht Instituut voor Ontwikkelingsbiologie en

Stamcelonderzoek

Huygens ING

Internationaal Instituut voor Sociale Geschiedenis
(11SG)

Koninklijk Instituut voor Taal-, Land- en Volkenkunde
(KITLV)

Meertens Instituut

Nederlands Herseninstituut (NIN)

Nederlands Instituut voor Ecologie (NIOO)

NIOD Instituut voor Oorlogs-, Holocaust- en
Genocidestudies

Nederlands Interdisciplinair Demografisch Instituut
(NIDI)

Westerdijk Fungal Biodiversity Institute

The Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study (NIAS)
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Katholieke PABO

Marnix Academie

NHL Stenden Hogeschool
Pedagogische Hogeschool de Kempel
Saxion Hogeschool

Thomas More Hogeschool

Van Hall Larenstein

Zuyd Hogeschool

Other organisations

Nederlands Kanker Instituut

Max Planck Instituut voor Psycholinguistiek te
Nijmegen

NCB Naturalis

Prinses Maxima Centrum
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